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Independent Practice 2.3

1. What is the basic requirement for an unbiased sample?
2. Residents have been complaining that the children’s playground is in need of repair.  Managers of the park decide to survey city residents to see if they believe a new playground should be built.  The managers propose the following survey questions. 

Question 1:  What do you like best about parks in the neighborhood?

Question 2:  Given that there are very few other playgrounds nearby, don’t you think we should include a playground in the new park?

a. Do you think responses to these questions might differ?  How?  What kind of bias is this?

b. Propose a question with neutral wording that might better assess parental opinion.

c. How could the sample be created to make sure undercoverage is not a problem?
Identify the type of bias.  
3. A radio show decides to ask listeners to respond to the question, “Do you think children should be spanked when they misbehave?”  Listeners call in their answers.

4. Ms. Petty conducts a survey on whether or not Hudson students want to have a talent show.  She asks the students, “Since we don’t want to sit through class all day on Friday, don’t you think that we should have a talent show?”  All students surveyed reply.
5. One year after the Detroit race riots of 1967, interviewers asked a sample of black residents in Detroit if they felt they could trust most white people, some white people, or none.  When the interviewer was white, 35% answered "most"; when the interviewer was black, 7% answered "most".
6. A school in a rural town in Tennessee surveyed their school about favorite musicians, and believed their results were typical all students in the USA.  Their favorite musicians were Carrie Underwood, Garth Brooks and Rascal Flats.
7. Circle which question you think is more neutral.  Then (for the third one), create your own question which you believe is totally unbiased.

a) Gun Control

i. With all the gang killings and domestic disputes ending with gun fire, do you think there should be legislation passed to hinder gun ownership?

ii. The second amendment guarantees citizens the right to bear arms, should this right be compromised by legislation in the 21st century? 
b) Smoking
i. Smoking is ok as long as you don't smoke around people that mind, right?
ii. Should smoking be allowed in public places, yes or no?
c) Drinking 

i. Do you agree that drinking is ok as long as you are of age and that you don't get drunk? 

ii. Do you think drinking is good or bad? 
d) Hudson food
i. Do you agree or disagree that Hudson serves good food? 

ii. Do you agree with Mayor Bloomberg who says that Hudson serves good food? 
e) Bathroom Size 

i. Do you agree or disagree that Hudson has enough bathrooms? 

ii. Do you agree with the National Students Rights Poll which says that Hudson has enough bathrooms? 
